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Appi, No. 10/761.315 

Amdt- dated February 1* 2006 

Reply to Office action Of November 1* 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listlnfl of Claims: 

1. (canceled) 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 13 A wherein the display furthor step (b) comprises 
as sociates associating a visual control with each of said corner or side of e ach region which 
e nab l oc of the bou ndary frame allowing entering said interactive crop-to-fill mode, said visual 
controls to-be being rendered visible either upon selection of th e r e g i o n a region defined by said 
boundary frame, upon entry into the said region by a the pointing device, or at all times. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 13 A wherein the step of entering of step (b) a*d 
s ubsequ e ntly leav i ng th e i nt e ract i vo crop to fill modo comprises pressing a button on a computer 
mouse over a visual control associated with one of the s ele ct e d rogiono said corner or side of the 
boundary frame, and leaving the interactive crop-to-fill mode comprises subsequently releasing 
the button. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 13 x wherein the otcp of entering of step (b) a nd 
cubooquontly loav i ng the i nteract i ve segment i ng modo comprises pressing a key on the a 
keyboard, and leaving th e interactive crop-to-fill mode comprises subsequently releasing it said 
key , 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 13 A wherein the Gpooification of the - source imago 
e xt e nt is computod bv cropping of step (c) comprises : 

determining on which corner of said course extent of caid s ource imago is boing 
manipulated or side of the boundary frame the positioning device has been positioned : 
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determining the a current position of a the pointing device in a coordinate system 
determined by toe an original location and size of said s eurc e e xt e nt image prior to interaction said 
cropping ; 

updating the oxtont of oaid sourco ext e nt ond thoroforo th e subr e g i on of s aid sourc e 
imag e to be drawn with i n sa i d co n tain i ng r e g i on image within the boundary frame such that the 
corner of oa i d cours e i mage or side of the boundary frame the positioning device has been 
positioned on is set to said current pointer position in said oouroo imago coordinate system. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 13 A whoro i n th e cropping io app li od to s aid sourc e 
i mag e wh e n further co mprising a step of (d\ exiting the crop-to-fill mode i s oxitod, and tho uoen s 
furth e r ab l e to abort cropp i ng, the mothod for abort i ng compris i ng Procc i ng a k e y, such as tho 
' escape* key, said exiting comprising applying the cro p ping of step (c) to said image . 

7. (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15* wherein th e d i splay furth e r 
associates step (bVcomorises associating a visual control with each of said corner or side of east* 
region wh i ch onabloo the boundary frame allowing entering said interactive crop-to-fill mode, said 
visual controls to b e being rendered visible either upon selection of the a region defined by said 
boundary frame, upon entry into the said region by [[ a ]] the pointing device, or at all times. 

9. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 4 wherein the entering of step 
of e ntering and loaving the inte r active crop to fi ll modo (b) comprises pressing a button on a 
computer mouse over a visual control associated with one of the s e lect e d r e g i on s said corner or 
side of the boundary frame, and leaving the interactive crop-to-fill mode comprises subsequently 
releasing the button. 

10. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15, wherein the entering of step 
of ontor i ng and l eaving th e intoract i vo s e gm e nting modo (b) comprises pressing a key on the a 
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keyboard and leaving the interactive croo-to-fill mode comprises subsequently releasing tt said 
key . 

11. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 4 wherein the sp e cific ati o n of 
th e souro e i mago oxt e nt is oomputed by cropping of step (c) comprises : 

determining on which comer of th e region co i d Gourc e i mag e i s b e ing manipulated 
or side of the boundary frame the positioning device has been positioned : 

determining the a current position of th e mou se po i ntor the pointing device in a 
coordinate system determined by the an original location and size of tho sourc e said image prior to 
int e raction said cropping : 

updating the e xt e nt of caid image - drown w i th i n said contain i ng rog i on image within 
the boundary frame such that the corner of caid i mago or side of the boundary frame the porting 
device has been positioned on is set to said current pointer position in said G ourco imag e 
coordinate system. 

12. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15^ whoroin tho c r opp i ng is 
oppliod to tho containod imago whon further comprising a step (d) of exiting the crop-to-fill mbde A 
i s e x i t e d, - and tho us e r io furth ep abl e to abort cropp i ng, th e mothod for aborting oompric l ng 
pr e ssing a koy said exiting comprising applying the cropping of step (c) to said image. 

13. (currently amended) A computer implemented method for performing a crop-to-fill operation on 
an image, comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining sa id image bv automatically or manually containing a* at least a portion of a 
source image within a bounding frame, hiding any portion of said souroe image outside of said 
bounding frame; 

(b) entering an interactive crop-to-fill mode wttb by positioning a pointing device at a corner 
or side of said bounding frame; 

(c) cropping s aid image bv moving said pointing device in order to crop ca i d imago , thereby 
creating a cropped image. said . «a id cronpinn r,tnp hning ntthnr -riming j n nr -riming r»»t c^jH 
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i mag e in ordor to croato a cropp e d i mago, oaid cropped image continuously filling said bounding 
frame and an aspect ratio ther eof being maintained eoual to an aspect ratio of the bounding frame 
as said image is being cropped , said image being thereby either zoomed in or zoomed out within 
said boundary frame simultaneously to said cropping.^ -aftd 

(d) as coi d i mage i s bo i ng cropp e d, o i mu l tanoous l y main ta i nin g an a s p e ct rat i o equal to an 
acpoct rat i o of said bounding fromo, 

14. (currently amended) A method according to claim 13, wherein said pointing device is a mouse, 
and wherein, in step (c). said stop of moving said pointing device is comprises moving said mouse 
towards the center of the image to zoom in and away from the center to zoom out. 

15. (currently amended) A computer readable medium teavma having computer instructions stored 
thereon to impl e m e nting implement a method for p e rforming method for performing a crop-to-fill 
operation on an image, comprising the steps of: 

( a ) defining said image bv automatically or manually containing a« at least a portion of a 
sourcgjmage within a bounding frame, hiding any portion of said source image outside of said 
bounding frame; 

(b) entering an interactive crop-to-fill mode with by positioning a pointing device at a corner 
or side of said bounding frame; 

(c) cropping said image bv moving said pointing device , thereby creating a cropped image 
in ordor to crop said imago, cold cropping s t e p being e ithor zooming in or zoom i ng out said image 
tft e rd e r to croato a cropped i mago , said cropped image constantly continuously filling said 
bounding frame and an a spect ratio thereof being maintained eoual to an aspect ratio of the 
boundary frame as said image is being cropped , said image being thereby either zoomed in or 
zoomed out within said boundary frame simultaneously to said cropping, j-aftd (d) as said image 
i s b e ing cropped, s i multaneously ma i ntaining an aspect ratio equa l to an asp e ct ratio of caid 
bound i ng framo. 

16. (currently amended) A system for performing a crop-to-fill operation on an image comprising: 
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a display for displaying an image; 

means for defining said irnaoe by automatically or manually containing an at least a 
portion of a source image displayed on said display within a bounding frame and for hiding any 
portion of said source image outside said frame; 

means for entering an interactive crop-to-fill mode with a pointing device; 

means responsive to movement of said pointing device to crop said image in order 
to create a cropped image, said means responsive to movement a tee con s tant l y filling sold 
bounding frame as said imago i s b ei ng c r opp o d, and m ean s for mainta i ning on aspect ratio e qua l 
to on aspect ratio of said bound i ng fram e as sa i d i mago ic being oroppod continuously filling said 
bounding frame with the cropped image and maintaining an aspect ratio thereof equal to an aspect 
ratio of the bounding frame as said image is being cropped, said image being thereby either 
zoomed in or zoomed o ut within said boundary frame simultaneously to said cropping . 

17. (currently amended) A method according to claim 13, wherein in step (c>, sa i d zoom i ng st e p i s 
said croppi ng results in a scaling of said image centered about the corner of said bounding frame 
opposite to that being manipulated. 

18. (currently amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 44 15, wherein said 
zoom i ng stop ic in step (c), said cropping results in a scaling of said image centered about the 
corner of said bouncfing frame opposite to that being manipulated. 

19. (new) A method according to claim 6, further comprising an optional step (e) of aborting said 
cropping, sard aborting comprising pressing a predetermined key. 

20. (new) A computer readable medium according to claim 12, further comprising an optional step 
(e) of aborting said cropping, said aborting comprising pressing a predetermined key. 
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